marriage
" DEAR- SIR>
" UPON balancing the inconveniences of both parties, I find it will less incommode you to spend your night here, than me to come to town. I wish to see you, and am ordered by the lady of this house to invite you hither. Whether you can come or not, I shall not have any occasion of writing to you again before your marriage, and therefore tell you now, that with great sincerity I wish you happiness. I am, dear Sir,
" Your most affectionate humble servant,
" SAM. JOHNSON." "Nov. 9, 1769."
I was detained in town till it was too late on the ninth, so went to him early in the morning of the tenth of November. "Now (said he,) that you are going to marry, do not expect more from life, than life will afford. You may often find yourself out of humour, sad, you may often thirik your wife not studious enough to please you ; and yet you may have reason to consider yourself as upon the whole very happily married."
Talking of marriage in general, he observed, " Our marriage service is too refined. It is calculated only for the beat kind of marriages ; whereas, we should have a form for matches of convenience, of which there are many." He agreed with me that there was no absolute necessity for having the marriage ceremony performed by a regular clergyman, for this was not commanded in scripture.
I was volatile enough to repeat to him a little
